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70 years ago |
Editorial
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SO)MGIM) Galblaflajo).

I 2 rorar



@ReARlen - 2021 BMINIA] 20

Be26lenm a6OOMO 803 wI30IY @I GRERElGENIM]... CRIIG GO MAINME,
gleNO0, B3 lCAYU GREMES EIWERESIT MorleNIMIsSWIEs Ole:RI20Q GRWIGIEH6EH2IQo;
afld0dles) @RGaN200 2)Mo OGISIENINM, AFMIGIS GRSAIGE320W] &3e0 AlmMEIRID; M3l
S0200 MmN GRo01BEENeO, Mwaomlan] RIS MO GRUWIIR ailSlel ME@MIME ms
ool B3@6mIeI MISG60R6E; BS3NNGE @360 RIA(SIV(RINMMINE GREMIMIEOT, REEMMIIEICH(MBAIW
&)0clleaed allpflud @Yl g)30ilg @R (©260R0D; aRjdo S¥160I), BREAGILHNE 2IGl(MOTI6A! DA GRRLJI
OOIM GRO0Je &30lgl lM@OINGH] 236Uo HGISIENIOM, OO OGHISIONINM, BEZ EDNEIEICHIOE;
@RAIESHa6M ¢RI namIW RN &:sm3 amlclenimao!

EHEBOUM SO - URIMF MOSHIEIGE 23012201 BERISHIMMIEI6E!, BREAGISHWIM (lei6n]les
@0 HAEI(BIQISI0 2012001 ERWIGSIEOUIM AEINIETE. od&XIEIZe (leihlenmid faldm3an
SS5300 QINIMAOIEEIWZ0 HADEA(BINIBE MIRMEYM &SI BM(WEIWIo @RHEM BIMIMO).
2008- @ GRWISIEE2Q MINIAE G620 MILIY AUAHo MBS E6B €So M 9)dem Y] 2V,
@RMEON HOAM [ IMIWEBIM DEIB (M MIT] ad@6RSIOMIGSNIM CRI HNEMIALD.

©@RE2AGIHH CRINGRMOWINS M)aiME3AWIVISIM &HEIOOSIMOY. (WINIAONJEBEITE QYO)Im
236M3I(Ud0.) GRMIEANIOLIMAM ERSIVWINg] (SIMIO)M GIH(SHAMIo al0WORISIM. ((EIMO)M @)
MoaflOWeige Rlnilmooilege allgseijo 6210.9/Q30 «PLIWISOMIAZENHBELR).) CRIGEIIRITMIWI0 (e
SMWIe ERANSANNS (alO)SHO@SIEMIE GRONOM MEME GRMIZAILHIM BIH(SEBWD Galdrljo
@Rlalo 988lormA AMEIRlENYIIe. DGIMISWILIINS WIRLENAUSe MSTMIGSHWI0, aDAIlES
V22WIMo EUEMo, (OIS MVAIWIMe M&BEHEMo oM GIQOTI@ (VMo MIMEQJo MoBHHUIHN
S0Io H21QFo. EROIEN ERE2EISHT OHYGI!!

803 el EINYO EROINN (MIWEE PHEIROM E@RUIGEHEIM HMOIOM OBINEEMAIW]
@33 HAIIMIBAW’ (Soal. HMOMAIMIWAHE oilel MAIRGSIo MIRIAIOE U MEIRSIo GRAIIEAIV]
@lenenasleljo 6863 ALl amiaHad 601030 €&I2)81WIW] 203MO) EILOTMIMEM GRaIAIMAIEN).
magenomlad mlalnilees mamielmiamawie MIMAOQIe MO0, RMEBes Madlelsleleniamio
@R&OIUIMo, SNFOM UANSHNIROM HURBSHIEANY &IM2SIMSIVLIAGMDI 13]dMo 2351EHAIMZo
803 BEREIMGISe DHSWILHRI0). G3SICRQOUINNG &IQJOUILIZ MIIMYIASWI RMISOTIOMWIe GIQ)
OlRI3n28)20 BRMTNEIMMI0 OEIMBIAUEIUIMIEN (Soal (B2 9]l53EBM). 2016- @ (Soal QUMY 2019 - @
0&ICNIMWY0; BEMBIo G3S] EREAGIENON OO}

e0353&lng allmaeel, (leienlenmid Galdride, (1COY& ]9l HOAUM (IMIWEE HH2LE Hal0BMJ,
aPOIAMIAI1I6SSIOMEMIOS (BalM@MIM @REIMBMEBI!) (Soalln) GREOEBIYIVIO® MlayomIwILem
QIM3. aleBH BREM&D (Soallm) 8AUIS] HAWM] odMO (IlMI2G 935! MA@ VO)E2N BWEM
aDIM] aldS] MSHRHEMIIYI0 OIMEOVWIo GRM@YOOMWIo AUISTMIMAIO oHMIo OEMBIAIZ0.

(SoallO) al®Mo &I6MIEMIID, ERSIOMWI6S @) MESElwWleal HIENWITE BanIIBWA - ®UIM GO
€(Sall@H36U6Mm] MSM EDMWY) - @RYMIE(SAIW @RAIMIM HSQY (SN0 A0MVE2IET BIOL UEZMO).
200EODIM3 23mi M &&lenie3as 26miInlge M&AH6IMIBS 01M(BARE @RYMIGS,Ilw
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SEMIBI0 MSOTOO &35100), ERHMESAIVM BInf)M (ESIIMaE20W 863 MAlw el
glw3o MsOMIWIERIMI. GROBIMANAM]I al0WAS, (SoalldMEINEL! 691609 CalSlcilenim @RMIESAIW
A COIRIWIOD), BB al00) oM 61213 BOAUTElONG 23N @RSIVNM] al0aOm]! cMIQ BRYMIESEAI
VUEn Ryl HMWWEaZe AilRIMIENIM alQIOm MIAE SleIsemso!!!

0alIBBWIV BRAIGIGMUIREBEI R1ALIRHSIWIENOM MSalSIBBIe OBIE DOE RIWYEIRBIA
0386 GRIMIAIH(SMUMWEIBE GaldRiZo MGOO@MIEND MIAIZ OBILEBIBASNISIANG (Soal Mileloal
Olen3emd, oes0mleAl ool MER3RREEMMNIIMEIBEITE 23 MW (al@IGo (1516 &ISIEHn6M
GRWIGIBEM@ 0il5360&I5)ENI0M &Slg)3™m3e0E MIEBLa3mM ailal ‘adg3&iel 2363 266WIET
0022 QE3MOY!

M QAW SIRl! DEHIVHON GREAGISHNW MALINS WIREMSEITS mlosmmmlamlezm
Mg} EPE2RICHWISE] 2103&... BROMIGE HALZAISIVIAM... BI6R) MIBEENIAIWI0 (wlWIM2(NVIW)
S0 AMEHRNIS OGS SIOTIESNZM DIW|WIT MIDIOS RIASTVWEMDISHDBAS) (Soaldo HOMIALMIo
B3 23MBIalRIGWISNS! BIBRI MOINOMIo EROIMBNEIVAIAG AIEEMo... GREAGSHWINA! B0
(n10Wo &30601 HTVMOG @) M3S60R], ERWIGIGE@UONG QAW EeOEREIM MIMMo QYESOIA3(B @]
&l 9]30 B@3 MIWIGREM AN B3SosruRIANOOTIOR! &SI (1EBMEMBLE EREIAZEI1EE] 2130 &3S
EIENIMDEIBIY HFINCEINS BIOMIMIAH 2130 BREMINSIE0 MO (ol MIWEN BENII2AWIOS (aCMYEH)
BRo BMSIW AOAUM (IMIWEMIY MIFBLI2QW oN5INUGH &IOS (lUAOMT2]30 GRAIMIIM GRBEA
GlEAWINS (oIMIWENBIW ¢RI HOMIWNE RIMWAO &SMIAUEIEMUID EPREAGIEHENIVLH] 20(M2E),
M2AMMELNSRMOWEN0 UAIY (oIO1BHSBIEMIEBO). BREZaNo DM HHMIAWM 'BIMIQC @RE,
GRINGRIH(SEIRBIOS (nlOEHWIo @REAGISHWINS RAHUMHMIAIW eI @R6em (‘M aldmaim)
59, aldmaid”...)

(SoallO@@3o HOMIWAMWIe Llnlmo M2A3EH 2ilal al06MBE MAISIM3... BREMSILIMD), WIWIG
6M&6eeM R1nilMo alMISIOO, «PEPIUASHTe MM UEFM GIQJEIRSIM (VRIS ... MAILe3 RIR]
SH3(M AIMAIMEIBEOBAEH EWIN20V RV UAOTEHIUIM (BALHIS.... AIRWEIBED 203eBA
0365 ST 0aldSIWISINIEE O(MEIBSISIO), @RYOYTVE20W ©36Mo (alBIMo H2AQYIM 2a0@ M0G0
BEUBBIGE)S... BREO 2AEMIBRINIEOMIOS, nlRIVWEIRW NILRVOTIELISNIES (Il MINSH6S.... COIMNIlOQ
@R 1&:AElEN301IMIe RO G@RYAREISHIAUIMIe 2N  JENEES... MMM EMSOTIMISUENS] VIl
FIMLETBBZ0 MAIWIMMUJe MEBBNZM B (BllOTS@ EMMILHSIM MM BElLNLIZ0 DEMBI:IO]
@12063. (65eg00oel «pd®INd emIgId eam anmilglg!)

@AW @A (S1WOE 5315830 BIBMILIZIQ EISFoMINIMLEIBBIAIW (Soal alSIWINEIRIW
CIM0, OHSINEIBB BJSJoMNINIMDEIBBI0 HORAUANGBPMOMGE ERUWIHCIMAY (lAIGOMMa6REAN
3200 HOMIAM &SMI AIM]. DEISIMI CRdHo GSMIURIM US| 2|OAMIMOM MA3LH] (O]
&21800... (WS al0QIMOOEe MAIWIZ MADOGISHIOM HOUM (o IMIWENS HARD aNIGIM
OONIAWM BR3 ML) Mah )GV UYGISIVWIe BRHSINAMM MAIEE GEFMo.... HALIVIOS afaH)M
©@REAGIENM I@IOMEAl ERE2EENWINS allwieinietemOBImg MRIMAIGOS... MAIONS M)laimEI
W, &MIM 8RBV @REAEISH Allee 2206S....AIleMIN2IR] CRINGANIWIRDOTM DS MTINM
GG M2IWIMo HNMIAURIOMFAUIMD GREACILNWEN] HYIWAS... "Ml MUWIBLHIMO), MADINS
SEIOVIOM 200YS HBIEMBE)... NAINS AOYSWIAS SOOI OB IMBIWIGISHM.” oM HEENIWET
23(30SJo MIGMNGVO0IES.
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@) mBomeBw)o @YagosomleB)o
@088 L) BB oM R M 006 @
WOMMIWHS TVEMBUO (alal)OROW] LngJ«ﬂgﬁ
SN WSOIV)Q GMVO®  J&HB0eM @)l
alnomleel s 1dommesBud. Psalms ag)am
alB@mI0) Tehillim o) QIEHENT af)(ENIOW
B8oaHV1@3 M@B1VNGIE0) M. ER@IM oM
@Bu, MO 03, &IBODMEBBU a)OTNLI
206M @RAMON0. a0iBVWOMIT3 HOBAICTNO
s)88 M@)o aMVeManale M0 6Bl
OO >{alV1CRIH BM)aUIHD GRHM W]
#9)IN GROB)® & OQOW @RM)EQIEEBSI6M
meldommenslenss mmes eIElen M.

s 18omMEEBUd 22, 23, 24 af)aMlal ‘DS
&1 MEBUW af)MIEM @01V e|S)
mo. 22-00 MBIBCOMOTIM SHAOMOAIW
coW)(Hl®)allom Mmel MSWM @RLOAID
(alQI0 215 MOW)0, 23-00 ALE1B@M M ON@3
el MHSVM G@RLOAID al)GRIOIMMOIW)o,
24-90 MUBIAOM D OMI@ GW0aHO DSV
@RLOAI OROAUOW)o AlAIGIBHaM). (B)udlod
0@lay (HV®) Mel DSV (CWIaOaMID
10:11), Q@O &lallae)m (Sl
alello s (ag)enio. 13:20-21), OMIW)o
00200100 AUEIMIBlENMM (HITV®) GV
s (1 alG(@OM 5:4).

m2d@mOomo® 80) Alldyodmdl aldlaj aigdam
M0a0IM§EMI@  GAIHSEOQ qVMIdE]a)).
“23-00 MBI3OD M OM1OW@ VOOV
qumewo (The Literary Excellence of the 23rd
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Q

Psalm) af)0n@o0loyim) @paloag »Ealadem
Qila@o. DS aISSIVIGI @RAIOMOI) @oM)
GROBM WO (HA1HCIENNaIG). @Y Vel
aHem Lmancrwmﬂsm@ 80) Tvo(ano ailaidl
#9)00 Dsas Qlle:00] @GRAIGMIS @RYAIUDY
9ag). 23-00 MVBHIBOMMOBIOG MVIOI®
Mello alemBlemoailmnow] @raiad ailaidles)
MmO @REIZIM aB8&IMEOW] aVB T EHS)
eB:06ME1o)aM).

af)£J0QI0)o @AOM @PETM M M BB U3
OBHOME Haldo®leom). ®)sAaM @pAmM
aloeom): “a)mles @REIR0I 23-00 V13
OO0 G121V S)OVIOMAN af)e0G TVENBEW
MW d)B daoWadqud @ msldommo
QNG BANEOS CBHUBEHIM )M
@RNaOMENE.” BGAMMOIV @R AIELM G
GRIGH) MM “@Ea00Al Ao DHSWMIBYIY’
af)) ®)sesl 23-00 aLB1AEM M OB16E!
@Y0) QAIBIEBSI0 TVOAUBIU0 AUIW]a)).
“amoMd WEn00QIWYPS GBREIVOMIG Bldnel
&0elo AIMIBe)0” af)M @RGGa00 QAIWla))
M3OM @G0 @REZaOOMINNG 20(® 2L
&,S100)aM ag)200IOHSV)0 BHEMHU DO
MeMeOmI0)IM). @R(@ a0yBRMIaIBUTlWow
)M} @y AV M. @Y alelo MSVH
MUBMa0ATLIEMPIV GELISG @RM)EAMN )
O »0 NN @PERa00 @M U0V 2@ .
@Cajoud @R 6a10)a]@9000 allnI®mmoV]
SOEOMOM®IMNE MEBOHM aloeom): “I know
the Psalm, but my headmaster knows the Shep-
herd.” (ag)mlss) 23-00 MEIBOMMo @RAIWO,

I



AlOHU af)OM Ha0WROGUADS @OOIORl S
WOM @RGIWID).

UIMR0W @PM)EBAIONo (personal experi-
ence) aMUAAdajeMAaljo 9B8BAIBHHIEM 23-00
s 13omMOmIeel HSWM 60) WILNOAMAY
200lOm10)M®. (HIMVGANEMIS alye®lal
QO 6NITWo al)LIAEM) GMUI PIEM) M0
@PAIOM VMo @RS} & 80 V1O 10} M @ .
@slsomodloym coalsln 80) Ms®M)o
@AIO @YS)HBj0 MleNSs @ROVENINWo
MMOVOlWIo. MSVM MOM GRS} HOS
af)eoo QlieMlaloo®] @eOlw)aM). MSWd
MOMI MSHN)AM), BRYSIHU GBOAIOM @MY
Aloeyam). alajWO® ah@3aj}0EBSlo3 @PAId
@AW GISOM)IN). TVINNOWBS HAUSS
OIMEHCOMEN) @PAIRG ERYS)HHS MSOM)
an). @EAIA3 @RAIOYRS (aloeMOM @emM)aflan)
m). WSOM @O @YS)HUWBHe) all oo
M@3H)MN), @RYUDIOTVo M@HYAN), a)@)O6l
MMYo M@IB)AN) (Rest and Refreshment). s
B 0@ MIOlUIOO®SIC @AY ™S
@), ¥l E®QPIEajoVAIB® EMABAILSHO
#0)aM) (Restoration to Righteousness). &)@l
08 ®o$AUOVI@ B:)S] MSANIENO BRYS)BU3
80} @MAMOA0 BWA.|S)HWlel. MSWd
)05V} B)aHSWVEM]BHB)OS @R S A6
@81 mla) GAUN® Mo HH]H0) ).
@O aISl)o EHORNe @YS)HOS @RI
Ml fleeyam) (Protection in troubles).

VOONBHUD B06MOS DSV @1YS) U3
afle)eaMo )89} MY; al0lee) alglealp®
@AIM ag)s 03] GRUIMSlaflen)an); @YS)
SHBE DMIVWOBAUIB0 B)S1E9IM &SI
©)88 Relo Moaom) HAlW)R00 &OY®]
Q@ #»)a) (Provision in the wilderness).
(@I @)@ M@)o HO}EMV)0 GRHW)
HHHOLIHRIOSHV)0 @O BMOOD® oilam)s
©)am) (Companion in the journey). ©63ails
MIEMaNAN0 HO)MENe @RAIMD MANOBOEENS
©10l6n)o. @RAUTVIMo @AUAG MmO V@3
©WEa00AVINS BRRIVAMIM af) OGN

|

3ldeeidoelo almilenyan). (A home to stay at
the end of the journey).

Annie Johnson Flint eneaBeN alos]:

"His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.”

@RAIOM TVENaOODIN @RGIGIE], GPAHIG
HyalQ o9 @galel, AN oo
©IO®I0) @@Idomiw)dlel. Rlalmonleel
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He is ever Loving God, He is ever Living God

He is so near, so dear and so real a God.
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"We will open the book. Its pages are blank.
We are going to put words on them ourselves.
The book is called Opportunity and its first chap-
- Edith Lovejoy Pears
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Solitary Walk-5 |
Fr. Dr. K.M. George

The Tail-Gazing Fish

The ancient Egyptian symbol
of Ouroburos or the Tail-
devourer is the image of a snake
that eats its own tail. It
represents the end and the
beginning of everything. In
unending repeated cycles of
death and rebirth, destruction
and reconstruction, decay and
renewal, the image of the tail-
eating serpent probably emerged
from the ever repeating cycles
of nature. It implies eternity and
perfection.

Later the Greeks adopted it
as the symbol of time and
history. Everything goes in
circles. “What goes around
comes around”, says old
wisdom.

The ancient Indian concept
of repeating Yugas expresses a
similar cyclic world-view. Even
modern historiography doesn’t
completely deny the wise
saying that history repeats
itself.

In mainstream cosmology
today, the Big Bang and the Big
Crunch are part of our scientific
“mythology”. Space, time and
everything in it began at a
singularity point, some 13.7
billion years ago, and might end
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in a Big Crunch at another singularity point (only to
begin anew the whole cycle).

Then there is the linear view of history — the
concept of the straight line. According to this there
is a beginning point and an end point for the whole
universe and everything in it. History moves from
the starting point to the end point thus making it a
line.

There is also the spiral view that combines the
cyclic and the linear. The wheel , for example, has a
cyclic motion that repeats itself. But it can also make
a linear progress on the ground as when a wheeled
vehicle moves ahead.

Rituals and belief systems of all religions seem
to be shaped to a great extent by their notion of

I



time - cyclic, linear, spiral or their
combinations in different degrees.

In the picture attached, the artist
represents in a rather surrealistic way a
puzzled fish that beholds its own
picturesque tail. The tail can stand for the
collective past, the total heritage, the
complex history. It can also suggest the
last part of the fish’s body far behind the
head, representing all those who are
socially ignored, underestimated or
looked down upon as worthless and mean.

Yet the tail acts as the rudder of the
fish for its twists and turns, and thus has a
critical role to play in its body movements.
The head swollen with self-confidence for
the future may not properly recognise the
value and wisdom of the tail end. In any
critical transition and manoeuvring
necessitated by a pandemic or natural
catastrophe the tail shows its inevitable

importance.

In the picture, faced with a change of
age, the fish-head gazes at the colourful
tail, may be for the first time , and together
they assure the integrity of the fish-body.

As we finish a year of untold distress
and darkness for humanity, and transit
with cautious optimism to a hopefully
brighter age, let all proud heads turn
around and gaze at the humble tails - in
economics, politics, family and society in
general. Let us reconstitute the one body
that is fragmented. Let us not devour our
tails as in the myth of Ouroburos, but
unfold them in all their multi-potential
colours. Then there is some hope for a just
world economy, a peaceful geopolitical order,
joyful family bonds and true happiness that
we all seek in a New Year.
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Dr. T. Jacob John

Starting a new series: The Kingdom of God

The Gospel of the Kingdom of God

“When clouds fly across the sky,
shade and sunshine take their turns -

confusion and clarity likewise take their
turns

when thoughts on the kingdom of God
turn to meditations.

The Kingdom of God is the major
theme throughout the teachings of Jesus
of Nazareth, but Jesus himself left it for
our meditation, to figure out the breadth
and depth of the concept and content of
the phrase, the kingdom of God - and then
to adapt it in our personal lives and our
community life. We, as members of
various churches, have not done full
justice to the mission and commission to
understand first, to teach next, and to
practise citizenship in the kingdom of
God. We need to realign our faith in Jesus
with His gospel of the kingdom of God.

There are layers of meanings, and we
have to grasp fully the centrality of the
good news, which is the kingdom of God.
What exactly is the good news in the
Bible? Are there not several good news-
es? How do we balance various priorities
in the spectrum of all those good news-
es, salvation and God's grace, for
example? St. Paul spoke to the believers
of Miletus and of Ephesus, about the
"ministry which | received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace
of God" (Acts 20:24).
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Jesus was a keen observer of Nature
and humans. His parables are testimony
to His imagination to deduce lessons from
ordinary events and to construct parables.
Some parables were with single focus and
others with more than one - the story of
the 'prodigal son' has two individuals in
focus, the younger brother and the elder,
both of whom the father loved. The
parable of the 'good Samaritan' is stinging
on the priest and the Levite, while
attention was on the victim of dacoits and
the Samaritan. Those days there was no
paper, no printing, and oral tradition of
passing on messages and stories was
prevalent. Books were written on
parchment. They were rare, mostly found
in synagogues, highly valued and safely
kept.

Jesus was thorough with the scriptures
of His religion by birth, Judaism - Old
Testament Judaism. Jesus knew the
power of the written word. Jesus declared
that there was a new way emerging from
the old, since the path-breaking work of
John the Baptist -- a transformation, change
of direction, revolution, revival, spiritual
growth, turning faith upside down, from
"do as you are told" as in the old religion
to "you figure things out for yourselves".
Was that not evident when the early
church leaders named the new scripture
the New Testament (Covenant), and the
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scripture under which John the Baptist
preached and baptised, the Old Testament?

A new patch should not be stitched on
to an old shirt and new wine should not
be put in an old wineskin. The old and the
new have their places. Arguments from
the old shall not contradict the new. If the
new is reinforced by the old, accept it. The
new is the correct interpretation of the
old, with new insight. And that insight
itself is good news.

Then why did Jesus not write a book,
to clarify everything, but left it to his
followers to figure things out and decide
what to write and when? He did not even
ask the learned among the disciples to
write - John the thinker and Matthew the
accounting expert, let alone Thomas the
carpenter-builder and the fishermen. Just
as well - | shudder to think what would
have happened if there was some
material written by Jesus.

If He wrote, that would have been
appropriate for that time in human
history, and for that community, culture
and religion and ipso facto inappropriate
in different times, places, languages and
cultures. His teachings had to be, and are,
appropriate for all times and for all
people. That His teachings resonate and
get preached and practised in all cultures
throughout human history since then,
itself is a great sign. The rigidity of the
written word would have shackled our
freedom to figure things out, the
fundamental principle of being human,
and the basic principle of our ability for
changing course, for repentance.

With hindsight we can be sure that
nothing else was appropriate for a true
avatar of God, to borrow the concept from
our culture that we are all familiar with,
in India. The difference is that the true
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avatar is historical, one time, for the
entire humanity, for all time, and not just
for one contemporary context and for a
limited need. Not for supporting some
good people and punishing some evil
ones, for which, incarnation had to be
repetitive — sambhavami yuge yuge
(rosanadl ®en ®)ew), but instead just
once, but thereafter everyone should
have equal access to the avatar.

Indian sages had obviously figured out
that avatar was the only way for us humans
to know for sure the reality, and the 'mind'
of God, and to glimpse the true glory of
God. How partly correct and philosophically
admirable, their deduction was. In that
case, gvatar had to be factual, for which it
had to be historical. Through the avatar,
we know that God is not exactly what
humans had figured out God to be through
deep thinking and reading of scriptures -
as for India, so for Israel. Yet, after the
avatar we still need to think deep and
meditate, and study the records made
available to us. Faith is essential, but is it
sufficient?

Do we not now see that the choice not
to write was deliberate, not by default,
but by design? Jesus was laying the
foundations of a revolutionary 'new way',
of which 'religion' is an inadequate word
to define, but much needed to evolve
from it, built upon it and furthered by what
followed historically. So we are made to
depend on: the written gospels and early
history of the new way for facts, St. Paul
for guru-like exposition, the Holy Spirit for
guidance, and meditations to measure up.

(To be continued)

The author is a renowned virologist,
retired from the faculty of the Christian
Medical College, Vellore.
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Dr. Raju K. John

Prima Donna and Programmatic

Approaches in Scientific Research

Preface

COVID -19, ravaging the world now has
infected about a hundred million people
and claimed almost two million lives.
Intensive researches to combat the virus
carried out in many countries with the support
of governments and private agencies have
come to fruition with the development of
vaccines. In this context, it will be interesting
to examine the history of scourges that
ravaged the world in the past and how we
overcame them.

The four biggest killer diseases in the
history of the human race are malaria,
tuberculosis, smallpox and plague. Malaria
is caused by a parasite, tuberculosis and
plague by bacteria and smallpox by a virus.
All of them together claimed more than
fifty billion lives. The major killers of our time
are cardiovascular diseases, cancer and
AIDS. About ten million people died of
cancerin 2019 alone. The death toll due to
AIDS is thirtysix million till date. The
Spanish flu of 1918-20 infected 500 million
people, about half of the world's population
and killed 50 million people.

We succeeded in bringing them under
control by developing cures and vaccines,
improving sanitation and providing better
health care and nutrition. The cures and
vaccines were the result of either serendipitous
discoveries by Prima Donna scientists or
Programmatic research sponsored by
governments or multinational companies.
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Vaccines for COVID-19 were developed
through Programmatic research which
involved huge manpower, large inflow of
funds and highly sophisticated technologies.
It is amazing that these vaccines reached
the market within a short span of one year
whereas in the past, it took ten to twelve
years on an average to develop cures and
vaccines for diseases through programmatic
research and even longer through Prima
Donna research. This short span of time
has raised concerns among the general pubiic
and in the scientific community regarding
the efficacy and side effects of these vaccines.
In this context, it will be edifying to
examine the history, methodology and
logistics of Prima Donna and Programmatic
approaches to scientific research especially
in the development of new drugs.

1. Introduction

The word research is derived from the
Middle French "recherche", which means
"to go about seeking". The earliest recorded
use of the term was in 1577.

Significant scientific discoveries in the
past, especially before World War Il, came
from those who " went about seeking".
They were loners motivated in their
pursuit of personal curiosity. In the public
perception they were undisciplined persons
working as and when they were motivated.
They were temperamental, incapable of
working under direction and as part of a
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team, wide eyed and wild haired. (If Einstein's
visage comes to our mind, it is only natural.)
Their discoveries made advances in science
which in turn created new technologies and
changed the fundamentals of the way we
live, what we eat and drink, how we travel
and how we connect with each other and
even how long we live. Such a person is
called a Prima Donna scientist.

Prima Donna is a term borrowed from
opera, and in opera a Prima Donna (Italian
for first lady) is the leading female singer
in the company, the person to whom
prime roles would be given. Prime donne
often had grand off-stage personalities
and were seen as demanding of their
colleagues. From its original usage in
opera, the term has spread in contemporary
usage to refer to persons who behave in a
demanding or temperamental fashion
revealing an inflated view of themselves,
their talent, and their importance, but
whose contributions are essential to the
success of a team. These scientists never
organised, planned or directed research
the way military SWAT ( Special Weapons
And Tactics team set up to carry out a high
risk operation beyond the capabilities of
ordinary officers in the force) teams do or
industrial laboratories do.

Research has now taken on a broader
meaning. It is "creative and systematic
work undertaken to increase the stock of
knowledge, including knowledge of
humans, culture and society, and the use
of this stock of knowledge to devise new
applications." It is used to establish or
confirm facts, reaffirm the results of previous
work, solve new or existing problems,
support theorems, or develop new
theories. A research project may also be
an expansion on past work in the field.

This definition gives rise to the idea of
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directed and targeted research or Programmatic
Research which was implemented for the
first time during World War Il. The governments
in war wanted new weapons and technologies
to aid soldiers in the battle field. Basic
research - diffuse and open ended enquiring
on fundamental questions - was a luxury of
peace time. The war demanded something
more urgent and goal- directed. The Office
of Scientific Research and Development
(OSRD) created in 1941 by the US govern-
ment recruited scientists performing basic
research into projects that emphasised
Programmatic Research and they wrought
about astounding technological magic.

Politicians and administrators every
where, especially in the developing countries,
in their concern for improving the lot of
the people root for programmatic research
which they hope will bring immediate
results. Kerala is no different. In fact the
idea for this article came from a news
paper report a decade ago. Smt. P. K. Sreemati,
the Minister for Health in the V.S.
Achuthanandan Ministry, while addressing
a conclave of students in Trivandrum,
exhorted them to do research to improve
the living conditions of the poor. Mr. M. A.
Baby, the then Minister for Education, who
was also present, concurred with her
views. The ministers were stressing the
need for social commitment in research.
Whether they meant it or not, they were
advocating the cause of programmatic
research.

Before we go into the merits and
demerits of Prima Donna and Programmatic
Research and pass judgments, let us try to
understand how the two work, by
examining the history and dynamics of past
scientific discoveries and technological

Innovations. (To be continued)
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Dr. T. Thomas Philip

A theologian, a philosopher, and a
biologist were asked what each of them
considered to be the most important story
people need to know. The theologian said
that the most important story was salvation
through God's grace. The philosopher
disagreed, saying that the most important
story for mankind was that of Enlightenment.
The biologist knew that he was supposed
to say "evolution". But evolution is the
consequence of another more fundamental
story. So the biologist claimed that the
most inspirational and meaningful story
was how the embryo constructs itself -
how from a single cell a complex organism
develops.

Being trained as a biologist myself, |
am partial to the developmental biologist's
view point, as also | am constantly amazed
by some of the intricate details of
development. See for yourselves what |
mean: The developing organism, between
fertilization and birth, is known as an
embryo. The embryo is a staggering
phenomenon. As an embryo you had to
build yourself from a single cell; you had
to respire before you had lungs, take in
nutrients before you had a gut, build
bones while you were squishy, and form
orderly arrays of neurons before you knew
how to think! One of the differences
between you and a machine is that a
machine is never required to function
until after it is built. Every multicellular
organism, on the other hand, has to function

church Weekiy |

ANALOGIES
AND
INSIGHTS
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even as it builds itself. Many human
embryos die before being born. We
survived!

It is quite true, however, that all three
answers given by the participants are valid
and important. Depending on your
training and inclination, you will discover
profound insights in any of them. These
viewpoints not only ignite our curiosity
and imagination, but also influence our
thought processes, our perception of the
world, and even our understanding of
spiritual matters. The ramifications of
each of the three participants' conclusion
may not be obvious to the layman easily,
but given suitable analogies, the layman
may quickly grasp the implications. And
this ability to elucidate weighty concepts
in a form that can easily be comprehended
is really a gift possessed by a minority.
Jesus was a master of this art. The
Scripture records that Jesus taught
profound truths to his followers through
parables - using simple, everyday events
and quite familiar objects. His parables of
the leaven, the treasure hid in the ground,
expensive pearl etc. helped his hearers
understand the nature of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Dr. Paul Brand, the renowned hand-
surgeon and pioneer in leprosy research,
along with the noted Christian writer Philip
Yancey, has written two remarkable and
highly engaging books, namely, ‘Fearfully
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and Wonderfully Made’, and ‘In His
Image’. In the pages of these books Dr.
Brand examines the structure and
functions of the human body and evokes
very fascinating and inspirational spiritual
insights from them. In the preface to
‘Fearfully and Wonderfully Made’, co-
author Yancey says: "Someone attempting
to describe the colour scarlet to a person
born blind declared, 'it's like the sound of
a trumpet'. In a sense, metaphorical
symbols are the only way for us to grasp
spiritual truths, which explains why the
Bible uses them so lavishly".

In this article, | would like to highlight
a very insightful analogy used by Charles
W. Price, a widely respected Bible teacher
and popular speaker who worked
primarily among the youngsters in the UK.

In his book, ‘Christ for Real’, Price talks
about what it means to be "In Christ". This
is, incidentally, a key concept stressed
upon by the Apostle Paul. Every new day
brings its outworking of the purposes of
God, and they are accomplished through
people, and that too through ordinary
people. The ordinary person is intended
by Jesus Christ to be the very vehicle of
his working. Jesus is willing to work
through any person who is willing to let
him. In John 15, Jesus talks about himself
being the vine, and his disciples the
branches. He says, "If a man remains in
me and | in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not remain in me, he is like a
branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into
the fire and burned" (verses 5,6).

The Church is not an organization, but
an organism, a living unit, the members
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being united together by the indwelling
life of Jesus Christ. The event of Christ
coming to live within us, and we coming
to be in Him, is a simultaneous event.

To illustrate this concept, Price uses
one of the marvels of medicine, namely,
microsurgery. Microsurgery is the process
whereby severed fingers, arms or legs are
stitched back into place so that they are
able to function as near to normal as
possible. He is narrating a widely
publicised incident which happened a few
years ago in England.

A farmer had been bailing up some
loose straw in one of his fields. All of a
sudden, his machine jammed. He quickly
dismounted the tractor, leaving the
machinery running, and put his hand into
the bailer to remove the cause of the
problem. However, as he did so, his arm
got caught, pulled in to the machine, and
was severed in a clean cut above the
elbow!

Anyway, with tremendous presence of
mind, he picked up the severed arm and
walked one third of a mile to the nearest
house and knocked on the door (We do
not know which hand he used!). The lady
of the house telephoned for an
ambulance. In the meantime, she packed
his arm in all the available ice she could
get from her deep freezer and refrigerator.
The ambulance arrived, took the man and
his arm to hospital, and during a lengthy
surgery the arm was painstakingly stitched
back into place. His severed arm was now
re-attached to his body, and eventually his
arm resumed its normal functioning.

When his arm was re-attached, two
things happened simultaneously. The arm

(Continued on page 33)
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The Speck in -
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Your Brother's Eye

Matt. 7:3 - “Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?” (RSV)

Many of us are quick to see the 'speck' or
the shortcomings in other people's nature
and behaviour which are often rather
insignificant, while we turn a blind eye to
the shortcomings in our own nature and
behaviour which may be of a more serious
kind and which other people may easily
notice. Why should someone else tell us
what's wrong with us? Can't we look at
ourselves more critically? Well, we may
need a little training to do that.

How do we train ourselves to do this?
Training of any sort would mean conscious
effort - effort put in deliberately and also
consistently; this would need a
tremendous lot of determination, and
that is what many people don't have.
Determination is a cultivated virtue -
cultivated only if one sees the need for it.

Is it necessary to look at ourselves
critically? You feel embarrassed when
somebody else points out something
undesirable in your behaviour; it would
be worse if that somebody refrained from
pointing it out to you, but showed some
restraints in his behaviour towards you.

Cruren veors ®

You are likely to sense it and to feel hurt
about it. So it is important to be able to
look at oneself critically; one has to
deliberately put in the effort needed, so
that one is enabled to maintain the right
kinds of relationships with others.

The first step in this direction would
be to check yourself when you tend to
look at somebody else critically; train
yourself to turn that critical eye towards
your own self. For example, don't be too
quick to tell yourself or another person
how selfish somebody else is. Wait a
minute before you pass that judgement
on another person; take a while to search
your own mind to see if you have this trait
in your own character. If you are honest,
you will be amazed to see how selfish you
have been in your dealings with other
people. It is natural for human beings to
put their own interests before those of
others in their dealings; only with
deliberate training one is enabled to put
other people's interests first. Well, one
has to feel the need, and cultivate the
determination required, to train oneself

(Continued on page 29)
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Chris Juvin ] PROBLEMS
FACED BY

TEENAGERS

Most of us teenagers feel that the life
of a teenager is too hard. It is often filled
with stress, tension, fights, arguments,
etc. For some of us who have siblings, the
problem is the worst, especially in the
form of partiality from the side of the par-
ents, teachers and elders - though not
from all. This can make us feel 'left alone'
- lonely in the crowd! This can cause men-
tal depression, and even lead to extreme
thoughts like committing suicide. This is
not a joke, but a fact!

There are a few ways to overcome this
situation. Parents who have two or more

kids must take care of them equally. The
elder children should not be pressurised
or penalised for anything and everything.
Even when there is a need to correct some-
one, they shall not use harsh words; when
giving advice, they should be patient and
friendly. Give them the freedom to do
their work by themselves, but remember
to spend some quality time with the chil-
dren.

These, | believe, are some of the ways
to solve the common problems faced by
us teenagers.

(Contd. from page 27)

this way; here lies the first step to be
taken.

Putting a check on one's selfishness is
a commendable beginning to make. If one
develops the habit of turning into oneself
before looking at others critically, one
should begin to see other traits like
selfishness in one's own character. 'The
logs' in one's own eyes will certainly get
reduced in size considerably; they may
become 'specks.' And there may come a
time when you are able to see 'the specks'
in your own eyes; moreover, you may
begin to overlook completely, or at least
take a kindly view of 'the specks' in other
people's eyes. One feels tempted to think
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that this is what our Lord had in mind when
he raised that question in his sermon on
the mount, as recorded in the Gospel
according to St. Matthew Ch. 7, v. 3, and
quoted at the beginning of this article.

This is a very positive approach to
personal relationships in a community.
Anything of a positive nature is always
welcome. A negative attitude begets
problems. By being positive we can
improve our own physical and mental
health. Most people’s health problems,
both physical and mental, are created by
a negative approach to matters. If you try
to look less critically at others but more
critically at yourself, you will begin to feel
more healthy in body, mind and soul.
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Alexander Thomas, Chennai

Jesus Revealed
Gad as Lave

God is infinite Love — unconditional,
indescribable, impartial, above all
unchanging. However, man's concept of
God changed with time. Abraham's
concept was different from that of Moses;
the Prophets too had different concepts.
Ultimately Jesus Christ, the son of God,
showed what God is like. Jesus revealed
the triune God - the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Jesus (the Son] is the mind
of God (the Father), from where thoughts
emanate to become powerful words; e.g.
"Let there be light", and there was light.
(This is 'Big Bang’, the beginning of the
Universe.) Therefore, the Son is called the
Word of God. "In the beginning was the
Word and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God." (John 1:1]

What Jesus Christ spoke and is recorded
in the gospels is called the written Word
of God. So also the rest of the New
Testament is inspired by the Holy Spirit.
As far as the Old Testament is concerned
it cannot be entirely taken as the Word of
God. Of course, those books were also
inspired by the Holy Spirit. However, there
are many passages and incidents which are
not for emulation by us, but recorded as a
warning for us to keep off, howsoever
truthfully they are recorded. In a sense
the Old Testament is the shadow and the
New Testament the substance. Many
prophecies about Christ in the Old
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Testament were fulfilled in the New
Testament. There is a golden thread of
Salvation connecting Genesis to
Revelation.

Since God is Love, He does not punish
the sinner. At the most, God disciplines
His children when they go astray. His Son
has already taken the punishment on the
Cross. The sinner punishes himself by self-
induced separation from the fellowship
of God. This is spiritual death. For God is
holy and He cannot, by His very nature,
have fellowship with unholiness. The
antidote for this spiritual death of a sinner
is to accept Jesus as his personal Saviour.
"The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from
all sins." The sinner has to come back like
the Prodigal Son in Jesus' parable.

almmilas] mnaled

afls SO

Housing Board Colony- ©l@3 acmo
02BES H®IS 2 Mlel HHSISOIHg
1000 Sq.ft. aieyam ground floor
QIOSHODBE)
GTU(TwG)gl:'Sgoeu :
M.P. Peter, Chacko Homes.

cell : 9072201727

I




6NI0E: 63000 SDAMY
).V, GHIS2 DI6, @RYLNOI

MSeIGanIed : 0484 2603838, 2606491
Mob : 9496310982

@I H6I6MIM MleB:2ala lRVM]O:830

QIWal) o IRLM] 830 6NIS;IOD LIGJAIEN).

emailotitn’ 6198, MIEB:Halo 23@AM 19EMIVO6) &JSIMOD aleilud
(a0 921/ G1Bep1&:001 ATM, BTM, Net Banking (9&:@)@RU3
malemles8q 16303 GOIM IIWal

(21019l (NRE) mleo&al@BR0d Q12aNM IWal

oleanlot) mleoSal@RUd 020190 QIIWal

DMBaAHIOMM IRV O:0D mjdgpaiem® I9Wal
m]AgpmIeMWEBUd 90 0IWal

ailud30ila16aBUd 6
MICM 20DV NINWH|S)d.

Churen weekl ® [] 2ozt rooriar




(Contd. from page 26)

received the life of the body, and at the
same time the body received the arm. When
the arm had been severed it was lifeless.
You could tickle its palm or tweak its fingers
and get no response! You could tread on
its thumb and it would not react. To all
intents and purposes it was dead. This, of
course, is the condition you and | would be
in when we become separated from God.

As the arm was re-attached to the body,
the success of the operation was measured
by the return of life to the arm. Life
returned to the arm at the precise
moment that the arm was returned to the
body, for the life in the arm was the life of
the body. The hospital staff, despite their
great skill and expertise, could not put life
into the severed arm first, as a separate
operation, while the rest of the man sat
outside in the waiting room having a cup
of tea! Then, having successfully got the
arm to come alive, call him in and stitch
the living arm back on to the body in a
subsequent surgery. It would be impossible!
In the same way, spiritual new birth
cannot be detached from our baptism by
the Holy Spirit into Christ. The imparting
of His life to us is simultaneous with the
incorporation of our lives into His body.
We become His body at the same time that
He becomes our life. The two events
cannot be separated.

This beautiful analogy further points
to how God fulfils His purpose in this
world. Jesus said in John 15: 1-4, "l am the
true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful... Remain in me, and | will remain
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in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself;
it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me."

When Jesus started telling parables to
the people, His disciples asked the
obvious question, "Why do you speak to
them in parables?" (Matthew 13:10).
Jesus' answer to the question was quite
revealing (verses 11-14). He replied, "The
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom
of heaven has been given to you, but not
to them... This is why | speak to them in
parables: Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or
understand. In them is fulfilled the
prophecy of Isaiah: You will be ever
hearing but never understanding; you will
be ever seeing but never perceiving. For
this people's heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears, and they
have closed their eyes. Otherwise they
might see with their eyes, hear with their
ears, understand with their hearts and
turn, and | would heal them."

Analogies thus help to explain or clarify
concepts. When things get unclear, we
often reach around for analogies from
apparently alien but secretly sympathetic
domains. Being endowed with a rational
intellect, it is only natural that we, at
moments of ambiguity, look out for
patterns, processes or phenomena in
another discipline that might shed a little
more light on our problem. And as
Christians, what better place to look to
than the Bible? Knotty theological,
philosophical, or scientific concepts turn
delectable and lucid through analogies,
and no doubt, analogies help cement the
organic relationship that exists among the
people of God as well.
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My visit to the Holy Land was four years ago. |
felt pity about the general barren nature of
the land, but the pomegranates and the dates
were really amazing. Commerce has overpowered
devotion, but still it is our devotion that prompts
us to visit the Holy Land. The River Jordan and
the Dead Sea remain a lesson in life.

As you may know, the flowing river is very clean
and clear. We can see the bottom of the river
in shallow places where we can step down. On
the contrary, the Dead Sea remains stagnant,
the salt content is very high, and we can even
float on it; but a person with a wound or cut
cannot enter the water as it is highly toxic.
Whereas the River Jordan caters to our devotion,
the Dead Sea is mainly commercial being the
source of raw materials for Cosmetics Industry.

This river and the sea percolate into our life
and remind me of some people who amass
wealth by fair or foul means. Some people
collect and spend; this is like the River Jordan.
Some others go on amassing wealth, without
even spending for themselves, and become
stagnant like the Dead Sea. Accumulation of
wealth is also of two types: Some people
remain content with normal and legal growth
of assets whereas mostly those who make quick
money and fast accumulation resort to foul
means, even swallowing what is due to others.

We wonder at the financial growth of some
rich people at lightning speed; but we do
witness the fall of some of them during their
life-time itself. We cannot say all rich people
are happy, and we come to know about their
real life once they end their life enroute. Some
people pretend to be rich on the strength of
“liabilities" and “speculations” but nobody
knows when the bubble will burst.
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A bigger danger is awaiting those who prefer
digital saving, since all digital evidences are with
some other agencies and the investors don't
have any record in writing with them. With all
the conveniences and precautions offered by
the digital world, the chances of losing track
are very high. The next generation for whom
they make all the savings will never know it
because of obvious communication gap.

The flowing Jordan reminds me of the "Good
Samaritan" who helped an unknown person in
misery. When Jesus Christ got "five loaves and
two fish" he multiplied it and gave to the
multitude without keeping even one loaf for
himself. Finally he gave his own flesh and blood
as the ultimate sacrifice, and rose to greater
heights where death has no power.

In this New Year, let our charity flow out like
the River Jordan. King Solomon says, "Withhold
not good from them to whom it is due when it
is in the power of thy hand to do it" (Proverbs
3:27). This calls for a willingness to share what
is yours, and sharing is much above charity.
Sharing gives happiness to the giver and taker
alike. If we decide to start spending only after
accumulating as much as possible, we will never
give, since by then we would have become a
Dead Sea! So let's start spending as we earn.
Don't think of 'charity' since charity keeps you
'up' and the beneficiary 'down'! Please translate
it as 'sharing', where the giver and the taker
are on the same level. As Jesus said, you are
acknowledging the neighbour as yourself. In the
year 2020, the fear of Covid brought us close.
In the year 2021, may the sprit of sharing bring
us closer.
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